Section on Pediatrics 

American Physical Therapy Association
Mentored Research Award Grant Application Cover Sheet

Title of proposed project:

Name of principal investigator: 

APTA member number:      



E-mail address:

Address for correspondence:

Daytime telephone number: 
Names of mentors and co-investigators and their roles in the study: You must list one primary mentor who is required to provide a letter that confirms the individual’s willingness to serve as a mentor and describes the amount and type of assistance to be provided.  Other investigators can be listed as mentors (committee members for example) or as co-investigators.

Name of primary mentor: 
Role: 

Name of other mentor/co-investigator: 
Role: 

Projected budget:

Amount requested ($10,000 maximum): 

Start date:

End date: 

Is the proposal for a post-professional master's thesis, doctoral dissertation, or other student research?* 

___ Yes ___ No 

* Grant applications to support a graduate student's research must have approval of the student's committee prior to grant submission. 

Signature of committee chair indicates committee approval: ____________________________

Application date for which the proposal is being submitted: ___ April 1 ___ September 1 

If awarded a grant, prior to distribution of funds, the PI will be required to complete a Grant Agreement Form indicating the agreed upon study period and naming an institutional grants administrator  to receive the funds.  If the project includes human participants, proof of an institutional approval for the protection of human subjects also must be provided.  
Section on Pediatrics

American Physical Therapy Association

Mentored Research Grant Application

Note:  See Guidelines for Research and Planning Grant Applications on the Section Website before completing the application. 

A.  Title

B.   Abstract (1 page limit)

C.   Research Proposal (7 page limit) 
1.
Specific Aims (1  pages) 

Begin with a few sentences that identify what you plan to study and why it is important.  State the aims of the research, describing concisely what the project is intended to accomplish.  Include the research questions or hypotheses you will address. 

2.
Background and Significance (2 pages or less)


Summarize background information, including previously published work that relates to your study. Indicate how your proposed study will fill important gaps in the literature and is different from previously published studies.  Clearly indicate how the results of your proposed study will contribute to the existing knowledge and the practice of pediatric physical therapy. 

3. 
Preliminary Studies (optional – 1 page or less) 

Summarize the results of pilot studies or previous published or unpublished studies that the principal investigator has carried out that directly relate to the proposed study. 

4. 
Research Plan (2-4 pages)

Describe the research design and the methods you will use to accomplish the specific aims of the project. Include, as appropriate: 

a.  
Describe the inclusion and exclusion criteria for participants in your study, such as age range, gender, and health status.  Include a power analysis for determining the required number of participants and comment on the feasibility of obtaining this number. 

b.
Provide a timeline for submission and approval of the proposed study to the institutional review board of the principal investigator’s institution.  The proposal must be approved by the IRB before funds will be disbursed.

c.    Describe methods of measurement.   Address psychometric properties of measures and your measurements.  
d.    Explain the procedures you will use from the beginning to the end of the study.  Discuss potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed procedures, and give a timeline. 

e. 
Describe the data analyses you will use and how results will be interpreted.  Describe how each variable to be studied will be treated in the statistical analysis

f.      Dissemination of Results:  Describe how the results of the study will be shared with pediatric physical therapy colleagues.  Grant awardees are encouraged to submit abstracts for the APTA Combined Sections Meeting and manuscripts to Pediatric Physical Therapy.  
a. The principal investigator will send a final report to the Section on Pediatrics research committee chair no later than 18 months after funds are released.  Reprints of manuscripts published from the project should be sent to the Section on Pediatrics.  Investigators should acknowledge support from the Section on Pediatrics in any presentations or manuscripts. 
D.   Mentoring Plan (1 page)

A mentoring plan is required for all mentored grant applications.  The plan should provide an overview of how the mentor(s) will support the PI for the proposed study.  For example mentors may be described as content experts, experienced researchers, dissertation advisor, statisticians, senior faculty, etc.  It should be clear what role the mentor(s) have in data collection, providing lab space, statistical supports etc.  In addition, a letter from the primary mentor must be included agreeing to provide the support requested by the PI.  

E.  References 


List references in order of citation according to Guidelines for Instructions to Authors in Pediatric Physical Therapy. Single-space the reference list. 

F. Budget and Justification 

The Section on Pediatrics will fund research projects for no more 12 months.  Funds must be requested only for costs necessary to conduct the study that are not available from other sources.   These could include personnel, equipment, supplies, and travel of the investigators or participants associated with data collection.  Expenses related to project dissemination are not allowed and the Section will not pay overhead or indirect costs.   Use the budget form below to record expenses and the sources of funding.  


On a separate sheet, provide a detailed and strong justification for each item on the budget.  Explain how the costs were determined and give a convincing argument for why each expense is necessary and requires Section funds.   An otherwise good proposal will not be funded if the budget justification is inadequate.  

G.   Letters of  agreement / Biosketches
A letter of agreement is required from at least the primary mentor indicated on this application.  
A biosketch is required for each investigator and mentor named on the grant application.  

Appendix:  

No appendix is required however applicants may provide letters of support for the research, applicable publications relating to the grant, etc in an appendix.  However, this information should a supplement to the application and should NOT be required to review and score the application.  

Submission:

Proposals must be e-mailed by the due date (or by the following Monday, if the due date falls on a weekend) to be eligible for review. Send two electronic (PDF) copies of the proposal, one with identifying information (author names, place of research, etc) and one with all identifying information deleted (do not just change the font color) to the Section on Pediatrics’ Executive Office at pediatrics@apta.org.  Each copy of the proposal should include all required pages in a single file.  This includes, but is not limited to, the signed application cover page, application, budget, and appendix (if needed).  Bio sketches, mentoring plan, and a letter from the mentor should also be included in the non-blinded copy of applications

Section on Pediatrics

American Physical Therapy Association

Clinical Research Grant Application Budget Form

Note:  Budgets for Section on Pediatrics clinical research grants may not include overhead or indirect costs or costs for dissemination of results.  

	Expenses and Requested Funding 

	Category of Expense 
	Total Cost Associated with the Project 
	Amount Requested from the Section on Pediatrics 

	Personnel 
	
	

	Investigators (names) 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Consultants (names) 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equipment 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Supplies 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Travel 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Other (itemize) 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL DIRECT COSTS 
	
	


PAGE  
5
Updated 02/21/12

