Section on Pediatrics 

American Physical Therapy Association

Guidelines for Research and Planning Grant Applications

**Available only for Section on Pediatrics Members**
Purpose 
The Section on Pediatrics awards clinical research grants annually or semi-annually, depending on the category (see below), and periodically awards a planning grant on the topic of Section research summits. See the Section on Pediatrics Web site, print newsletter, and/or electronic newsletter for information about the availability of “large” research grants and planning grants and the topic of the planning grant, if available. 

Clinical research grants are available to assist Section members to conduct a 1-year research study that investigates a question or questions of importance to pediatric physical therapy. The purpose of the grants is to provide funding to assist physical therapist investigators and to encourage research that will add to the body of knowledge related to improvement of pediatric physical therapy. Although clinical research grants can support post-professional thesis, dissertation, or other student research, in most cases, the mentored research grant would be the appropriate mechanism.  
Categories of clinical research grants: 

· mentored research grants for those who have not previously been principal investigators for an internal or external research grant (up to $10,000)

· “standard” research grants (up to $10,000)

·  “large” research grants (up to $30,000 in years without a planning grant) 


Funds cannot be used to attend conferences to disseminate results or for indirect costs or overhead.  Please review the terms and condition document and ensure your institution is aware of these restrictions prior to your application.  

Planning grants are available to support the development of multi-site clinical research related to the topic of a Section research summit. Typically, planning grants of up to $30,000 and 18 months will be available in the year following a summit. Planning grants provide support for research teams comprised of researchers from geographically diverse locations who have good communication mechanisms in place to design a project. 
The expected outcome of a planning grant is the establishment of a cohesive research team with a solid research plan and a finished or nearly completed grant proposal that will be submitted to a federal agency for funding within 6 to 12 months after the planning grant year. 
Activities the planning grant supports may include, but are not limited to: 
· Development of a research plan (required)

· Establishment of collaborative agreements

· Identification of data collection methods and instruments 

· Development of multi-site quality assurance procedures, including monitoring to assure participant protection and data integrity (required)

· Sample size estimates 

· Development of training procedures, such as for those providing intervention and collecting data

· Development of administrative procedures 

Funds may be used for:

· Salary/time of the principal investigator (must be a member of the Section on Pediatrics)

· Salary/time of co-investigators

· Statistical consultants
· Pilot data 
· Other consultants

· Travel expenses for planning meeting(s) (including air fare, ground transportation, hotel, and per diem according to Section on Pediatrics guidelines)

· Conference calls

· IRB preparation

· Preparation of full grant proposal

Funds may not be used to pay for: 

· Students, fellows

· Purchase of computers or other equipment 

· Indirect or overhead costs 
· Expenses related to project dissemination
Requirements specific to planning grants:
· A progress report on achievement of planning grant objectives must be submitted to the Section on Pediatrics 12 months after the grant is awarded. 
· Support of the Section on Pediatrics must be acknowledged in any presentation, publication, or subsequent grant application. 
· An abstract on the planning process must be submitted for presentation at the APTA Combined Sections Meeting.
· A copy of the completed research proposal submitted for federal funding must be submitted to the Section on Pediatrics.

General Information
Mentored research grants are awarded twice a year. Proposals are due April 1 and September 1. Proposals for “standard” research grants, planning grants, and “large” research grants are due September 1. 

When writing a grant proposal, include sufficient, but concise, information that will allow the reviewers to evaluate the proposal. The reviewers might consider your ability to present your proposal clearly and briefly to be an indication of your ability to have a focused approach to your research objective and to complete the project. Use the American Medical Association’s writing and referencing guidelines (see Pediatric Physical Therapy or Physical Therapy for examples). 

All budgets will be rigorously reviewed and require strong justification for proposed expenditures. Investigators are highly encouraged to budget only essential amounts and not the maximum amount available. An otherwise good proposal with an inadequate budget justification will not be funded. Grant recipients must submit a full accounting of expenditures with the final report. 
The proposal should include the cover page and the sections described in the application. The proposal should not exceed 10 single-spaced pages (with 12-point font or larger and 1” margins), excluding references and appendices. Please include page numbers. The specific formats for research grant and planning grant proposals are described below. 

Proposals must be e-mailed by the due date (or by the following Monday, if the due date falls on a weekend) to be eligible for review.  To apply, send two electronic (PDF) copies of the proposal, one with identifying information (author names, place of research, etc) and one with all identifying information deleted (do not just change the font color) to the Section on Pediatrics’ Executive Office at pediatrics@apta.org.   Each copy of the proposal should include all required pages in a single file.  This includes, but is not limited to, the signed application cover page, application, budget, and appendix (if needed).  Bio sketches, mentoring plans, and a letter from the mentor should also be included in non-blinded copy of applications, as appropriate for the application type.
Review Procedure 

A subcommittee of one primary and two secondary reviewers from the Section on Pediatrics research committee review the proposals. Each reviewer independently reads and evaluates the proposal. Secondary reviewers are blind to the investigator’s identity and report their review results to the primary reviewer. The primary reviewer also evaluates the study and the investigator’s ability to carry it out based on the CVs and submits the review team’s report and recommendations about funding to the chair of the research committee and the chair of the research grant sub-committee, who make the final decision based on the reviews and availability of funding. Principal investigators receive a copy of the review summary and the funding decision. 
Reporting Requirements 
Grantees shall provide a final report to the Section on Pediatrics Executive Office (pediatrics@apta.org) as specified in the document Terms and Conditions of Research Grants on the Section’s Website. Failure to submit the report by the deadline will delay or jeopardize continued or future support by the Section. 

Send reports to the Section on Pediatrics’ Executive Office at pediatrics@apta.org. 
PAGE  
4
Updated 06/20/11

